[image: Save Cal Poly Swim &amp; Dive]

August 22, 2025


Dear President Trump: 

Thank you for recognizing the urgent threat facing Olympic and non-revenue collegiate sports. As a member of the California Polytechnic (Cal Poly) State University Men’s and Women’s Swimming and Diving Team, my teammates and I have experienced this threat firsthand.

On March 7, 2025, Cal Poly announced the elimination of both the Men’s and Women’s Swimming and Diving programs – the first NCAA Division I varsity program to be cut due to the House vs. NCAA Settlement. 

Cal Poly President Jeffrey Armstrong described the decision as “an unfortunate reality given the approved NCAA House settlement, state budget and the tenuous situation moving forward for both the state and the NCAA.”

Here are the real facts:
· Cal Poly chose to opt into the House Settlement – a financial model it cannot afford. 
· Cal Poly chose to spend $6.9 million per year on its notoriously struggling football team.
· Cal Poly chose to cut its Swimming and Diving program, which had an historic season on a shoestring budget of $250,000/year ($85,000 of which was raised by the team). 
· Cal Poly chose to cut a women’s team, disregarding the fact that it is already out of compliance with Title IX – women make up 51% of undergraduate enrollment but receive only 38% of athletic participation opportunities.
· Cal Poly chose to turn down $9 million in gifts and pledges that students, alumni and parents raised to save the program. Despite this extraordinary effort, President Armstrong concluded it was “not enough” to reinstate the teams.

We have reached out to Governor Gavin Newsom, CSU Chancellor Mildred Garcia, and the California State University Board of Trustees – and have received no response.

We know you are a man of action, unafraid to hold universities accountable. As your team advances the policies set forth in the Executive Order “Saving College Sports”, we urge you to make an example of Cal Poly and demand that they reinstate our swimming teams. 

President Jeffrey Armstrong and outgoing Athletic Director Don Oberhelman represent the administrative failures your Executive Order seeks to prevent: prioritizing a multi-million-dollar football program while slashing scholarships and collegiate athletic opportunities for women and Olympic sports.

We ask for your leadership to Save Cal Poly Swimming & Diving.

Sincerely,
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